The Kochester Committee on Latin
America Is proud to honor legendary
union activist Ray Rogers, Director of
the Killer Coke Campaign with the Inter-
nationa! White Dove Award at ROCLAS
annua! Rice & Beans Dinner on Friday.
March 14tk 2014. |Ed. Note|

Rav Ragers 15 an American labar
rights aclivisl, stralegist, arganizer and
head of Corporate Campaign. Inc. He
15 credited with pioneenng the strategy
of the corporate campalgn. a tactic that
has been used with success by labor
untons. human nghts adwocates and
anvtronmental areups in their hattles
against corporations in the United States
and all over the world.

Ragers explains that the corporate
campalgn begins with an analvsis of a
targeted company s corparaleg, financial
and pclitical ties. This information iIs
then usad ta design specific strategies
and tactics 1o put relentless econconie
and pelitical pressure an the primary
target and its most important allies. with
the ultimate goal of forcing the targeted
campany o political institution 1o ¢change
its behavior and act responsibly. Usually
that requires the target to reccqnize the
vights of its warkers and their unian, or 10
stop peluting and clean up contaminated
land. and. where appropriate. to make
restitution 1o the victims, thelr families,
and thair communitiss,

During his decades of activism. Rog-
ars has battled on behalf of labor unioon
members agalnst glant corporatlons and
political institutions such as J.P. Stevens &
Ce., Hlormel, International Paper, Amerl
can Alrines, Campbell Soup, Conseli-
dated Edison. TIAA-CREF, Metropalitan
Transportation Authority, State of New
York and, most recently. The Coca Cola
Company. Time Magazine noted that
Ray has succeaded in bringing some of

ROCLA UPDATE ON THE

AMERICAS

THE 2014 INTERNATIONAL
_ W2 o123 AWARD _
TO RAY ROGERS

America’s most powerful corporations 1o
their knees

Since 2003, Rogers has directed the
Campalan 1o Step Kilker Coke, which he
foundad because of Coca-Cola's com-
pheity in numerous acts of vicknce in
Colombia and Guatemala. Thes2 include
the kidnappim, torture and murder of
union keaders and members of their
tamilies. Lawsuits in Colomiva charge that
Coca-Cola bettlers “have contracted with
or otherwise direcled security paramilitary
forces that utilized extreme violence and
murdered, tortured,
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ca Cola bottling and processing plants.”
In El Salvader, Coka-Cola benefits from
child labor and its aperations have pal-
hted major water scurces. Ceca-Cola in
Mexco s alleged to have cheated work
ers and the govermment cut of hundreds
of millicns of dollars

Thanks 1o the Campaign to Stop Kill
er Cake, some 70 schaols In the United
States and around the world have kicked
Coca-Cola off their campuses. These
include City Unnersity of New York.
the State Unmersity of New York at
Stony Brook, Rutgers University, DePaul
University. the Unnersity of California
Berkeley, Smith and Bard Celleges and
the Universily of Saskatchewan, Mare
than 45 labor unions have announced
their support of the Campaign to Step
Killer Cake. Mast recently, the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Rochester Labar
Council endorsed the Stop Killer Coke
campaign, unanimaously adapting a
resalutian calling on affilkates 1a remoe
all Coca-Cola products from their facili-
ties and to ban purchases ¢f Ceca Ccla
products in the future. B

unlawhully detained
ar ctherwise sikencad
trade union leaders.”
In 20110, another
human rights abuse
lawsuit filed n a
LS, federal district
court charged that in
Guatemala. Caca-
Cola has conducted
“a campaign of
vickence—including
rape. murder and
attempted murder
against trade unian-
ists and their families
at the behest of the
management of Co

nrwas

it  KillerCoke.org
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